[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes, Sixth District Democratic Committee
Blue Ridge Community College, Weyers Cave VA, Room T-112
August 20, 2013

Present: Elaine Owens, Tom Mall, Warren Campbell, Vivian Sanchez-Jones, Dorothy Blackwell, Ron Good, Linda Good (guest), Bill Ney, Leslie Ney (guest), Dana Martin (guest), Sheryl Martin, Jordan Martin (guest), Cliff Garstang, Elise Dee Beraru, Tom McGrath, Joe Fitzgerald, Deb Fitzgerald (guest), Dan Sullivan, Kym Crump, Laura Snyder (guest), Anna Cooper (Co-ordinated Campaign), Laura Lee Kleiner, Linda Shuler, Peggy Raines.
1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Joe Fitzgerald at 7 p.m. Members and guests were introduced. The agenda was adopted without additions. With several small corrections, the minutes of the July 16, 2013, meeting were accepted.
2. Dorothy Blackwell, treasurer, gave a report of funds available in the state and the federal accounts. She also reported that an additional $337.50 is expected shortly for advertisements in the convention program. (NOTE: Specific amounts in each account will be put into the final minutes presented at the September meeting.)
3. Co-ordinated Campaign: Anna Cooper gave the committee a report on the activities of the Co-ordinated Campaign in the 6th District. The campaign is conducting regular phone banks on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays and is preparing to move from the initial contact of potential voters to persuasion calling. They are also trying to build the crowd for the Labor Day parade in Covington. The Lynchburg representative for the campaign is working jointly with Katie Cypert in the office located at 912 Main St. 
At JMU the Co-ordinated Campaign is registering voters and getting pledge-to-vote cards signed. The cards will be sent to those who sign up two weeks prior to Election Day as a reminder to vote. The signees will be contacted personally on Election Day. There are six colleges and universities that are being targeted as top tier schools for action, including Virginia Tech.
Voter protection people are already busy trying to identify Democratic voters who do not have a photo ID for next year’s election.
4. Sign Order: Joe Fitzgerald requested that localities contact him if they wish to participate in the purchase of yard signs, in addition to those that will be provided by Richmond. The district will receive 1,818 signs from the state party. Those signs will be distributed as follows: 
Amherst County 75; Augusta County 150; Bedford County 50; Botetourt County 75; Harrisonburg/Rockingham 250; Lynchburg 200; Page County 50; Roanoke City 250; Roanoke County 175; Rockbridge/Lexington/ Buena Vista100; Shenandoah County 100; Staunton 50; Warren County 75; Waynesboro 50; Reserved (and Highland/Bath) 168. 
Sign distribution was based on the allocation of delegates to the convention by locality. The DPVA plans to purchase only 60 4 x 8 signs for the entire state.
There was a discussion of the availability of bumper stickers. The state party will be ordering bumper stickers, also. If 6th District localities wish to go in on an order of bumper stickers, please notify the Chair. The cost is 36 cents for an order of 1,000.
(NOTE: Since the meeting the Chair has reported that there was insufficient participation by localities for the 6th District to purchase additional yard signs. Plans are being made to distribute the state-provided signs to the various localities or central drop locations throughout the district.)
5. Membership: Dorothy Blackwell moved that the opening on the committee from Roanoke City be filled by Trish White-Boyd. Vivian Sanchez-Jones seconded the motion. The motion was adopted.  At the September meeting, the committee will discuss the opening for an elected official. It was noted by several persons that the official should be from the Roanoke area, if possible, since that area gave up a seat on the committee after redistricting to accommodate new localities.
6. Fundraising: Vivian Sanchez-Jones reported that Trish Boyd will serve on the fundraising committee she chairs, along with Sheryl Martin, Bill Ney, and Kym Crump.
7. City/County Reports:
Harrisonburg/Rockingham will have a dinner September 1 at 5:30 p.m. at the JMU Festival Center. The state-wide ticket candidates will be present. Tickets are available online. 
Lynchburg: The Katie Cypert campaign is going quite well. Ralph Northam visited Lynchburg recently.
Roanoke City: Terry McAuliffe was recently in the city campaigning. Tim Kaine was featured speaker at a fundraiser for Freeda Cathcart, who is running for the 17th District House of Delegates seat against Republican Chris Head.
Page County: Mark Herring was in Page County for a meet-and-greet. Democrats got news coverage for their participation in the county fair recently.
8. Convention Planning Committee: (This group will comprise the rules and credentials committee for the next convention.) Cliff Garstang, chair, reported that the committee has had several conference calls. Their first priority is to get information to localities on reorganization at the local level. The 6th District will pass along information.
Elise Dee Beraru: The committee is searching for locations that are suitable for the 2014 convention.
Gary Crawford: Gary is working on best practices for Calls to Convention.
Dorothy Blackwell is reviewing fundraising in connection with the convention. Suggestions are welcome.
9. Proposed State By-law Changes: The Chair sent out the proposed changes for members to read. The proposed changes will be presented at the September 28 Central Committee meeting. Warren Campbell moved that we postpone discussion of the proposed changes until after the Central Committee meeting. The motion was adopted.
10. 6th District YD: Laura Lee Kleiner reported that over 30 people from Virginia attended the national Young Democrats convention in San Antonio TX. Virginia YDs won the presidency and the vice-presidency of the national group. Laura serves on the Virginia Budget Committee for YDs.
11. Outreach, Resolutions: There was nothing to report from either group. The deadline for resolutions to be presented at the September 28 Central Committee meeting is September 1. The Roanoke members would like to have a resolution honoring Rev. Carl Tinsley, but it will not be ready in time for that deadline and will have to wait for another meeting.
12. Unfinished Business: 
Dan Sullivan will represent the 6th District on the state Communications Committee.
Joe Fitzgerald will represent the 6th District on the state Protecting the Right To Vote Committee.
(NOTE: The next Central Committee meeting has been moved from Charlottesville to Harrisonburg because of sold-out hotels in Charlottesville. The Central Committee meeting will convene at 10 a.m. 
Location: Highlands Room,  James Madison University, Festival Conference & Student Center,
1301 Carrier Drive, Harrisonburg, VA 22807.)

The next meeting of the 6th District will be following the Central Committee meeting. It will be a lunch meeting.
13. There being no unfinished business, the committee was adjourned.

